Francis Douglas Sylvest, Sr.
May 24, 1925 - November 17, 2013

FRANCIS DOUGLAS SYLVEST, SR. eldest son of the late Rev. Hammond
Alex and Arebell Spinks Sylvest was born in Washington Parish on May 24,
1925. He passed away at the age of 88 on November 17, 2013 at 12am.
Deceased from Alzheimer’s and Chronic Aspiration Pneumonia. After being
released from Our Lady of Lake Hospital in Baton Rouge, Douglas returned to
his home in Franklinton under Hospice Care. He went to be with his Lord and
Savior a day later. Heartfelt appreciation to his daughters Carolyn and Mary
for taking great care of him for years. Granddaughter Heather, her parents
Carmen and Henry Welch whom he lived with these last few months. Hood
Home Health nurses Lori and Amy, an aide Kimberly. Hospice and Palliative
Care nurses Linda and Barry. Douglas, a Navy Veteran of WWII served on the
restored Battleship U.S.S. W. VA. and U.S.S.HYDE APA -173 from 1943 -
1946. He met his late wife Mary Louise Booty in high school and both were
members of Spring Creek Baptist Church where his father, the Rev. Hammond
A. Sylvest pastored. He returned and graduated at Franklinton High School in
1943. Douglas and Louise were happily married 57 years and 9 months
before her passing and are the parents to seven children, Mary Frances
(Barry) Pence, Carolyn S. Hughes, both of Franklinton, LA, Francis Douglas
Jr. of Bull Shoals, AR, Howard (Debbie) of Denham Springs, LA, Beverly
(William) Mills of Lewisburg, TN, John (Pat) of Franklinton, LA and Carmen
Louise (Henry) Welch of Walker, LA. 11 grandchildren, Lisa, Angela, Nicole,
John Jr., Rachel, Henry Jr., Susan, James, Heather, Rebecca and Ally. 23



Great Grandchildren and 4 Gr. Gr. grandchildren. Also survived by a brother
Dwight and numerous relatives. He is preceded in death by five grandsons,
John Donaldson Jr., Barry Pence Jr., brothers Mark and Stephen Sylvest and
William Charles McArthur Mills. Douglas, a retired Captain from Baton Rouge
Fire Dept. with 20 years of service and retired State Fire Marshall with 12
years. A former member of Weller Avenue Baptist Church, Baton Rouge, La.
and member of Sunlight Baptist Church, Franklinton, La. where he first
attended at the age of 3 when his parents were Chartered Members. He
served as deacon in both churches and Rev. Herschel B. Dean Ordained him
as Minister while at Weller Avenue. Douglas helped organize the Seaman's
Center Ministry in Baton Rouge, 26 churches in Judson Assoc. participated
and also helping Bro. Vandercook with New Orleans Seaman’s Mission. He
did mission work in numerous states of N. America as well as S. America. "He
lived a life of service to others, trying to make a difference and making a
difference." Douglas had many favorite Bible verses as well as Christian
songs. In Lieu of Flowers, the family requests donations to a charity of choice.
Honorary Pallbearers: his brother Dwight, his 3 sons, son-in-laws Henry and
Barry, neighbor Arnold Martin, Grandsons James Mills, Preston Salassi, Great
Grandsons Nate Horsman and Joel Welch, Great Great Grandsons Liam
Thacker and John Micheal Donaldson. Pallbearers: Grandsons Henry Jr.,
John Jr., Great Grandsons John A. Donaldson Ill, Jacob Holmes, Jacob
Young and Austin Frasier and grandsons-in-law Chris Morgan and Nicholas
Saites. Visitation will be at Crain Funeral Home Tuesday November 19th from
6 pm until 9 pm and after 9 am on Wednesday. A funeral service will be held
at 11 am Wednesday in the funeral home chapel with Rev. Milton Kliesch and
Rev. Sammy Smith officiating. Burial will follow in Pilgrim Rest Cemetery.

Obituaries can be viewed online at www.crainfh.com



Tribute Wall

God bless you in your time of separation — Douglas was a
tremendous assist to Sunlight Baptist Church; his accomplishments
there and other places are now being celebrated in eternity - as a
son has gone home to claim his reward. He fought the good fight of
faith and finished his race with honor and dignity — He now
celebrates his Son ship with his Lord — God bless and may the
celebration of his life be remember by two words; “Faithful Servant.”
In His Service Dr. Russell Valentine

Dr. Russell Valentine - Chaplain - November 22, 2013 at 01:11 PM

Francis Douglas Sylvest, Sr.

Bruce Walters - November 20, 2013 at 10:05 AM

Carmen and Family, So sorry for the lost of a very important
member of your family. | know the loss will be felt for a long time.
But, just know he is happy now and at peace now. You all have
wonderful memories to keep your heart warm and a smile on your
face. Bless you all

Elizabeth (Ann) Decker - November 18, 2013 at 05:42 PM
Our heartfelt sympathy to the family. May you find peace and
comfort in God's love.

Judy and Buddy

Judy and Buddy Fuentes - November 18, 2013 at 04:59 PM



We join you in spirit to share our love and support with you, the
beautiful family and friends Doug left behind. We also join with you
in the celebration of his life and take comfort in knowing that he is in
a place of peace.

Vernon and Anne Sylvest - November 18, 2013 at 03:57 PM
Mr. F.D. was a fine man and loved and respected all over Southeast
Louisiana. His dad, Brother Hammond was a mentor to me in my
early years of pastoral ministry. Our prayers are with his family in his
passing. God bless.

Jim Richardson - November 18, 2013 at 01:26 PM
Mr. Francis; My Wife and | count it a privilege to have known you.
Thank you Carmen ,Heather and Henry for keeping us informed and

we would like to extend our sympathies.

Mr.&Mrs. Charles E. Watson - November 18, 2013 at 12:00 PM

I send my deepest symphathy to you and your family

Terry Robinson - November 18, 2013 at 09:38 AM
Rest in peace, Mr. Douglas. Another one of the patriarchs of
Sunlight Baptist Church. So many have gone on before you,

awaiting your Homecoming.

JoBeth Valentino - November 17, 2013 at 10:03 PM



