
Mary Elizabeth Wright Crain
September 27, 1940 - September 5, 2025

MARY ELIZABETH WRIGHT CRAIN, AGE 84 
 

Mary Elizabeth Wright Crain passed peacefully from her life on this earth to
her eternal life on Friday, September 6, 2025. Born on September 27, 1940 in
Franklinton, LA, she was 84 years old, just 3 weeks shy of turning 85. She
grew up in Franklinton, LA, married her husband, Hillary J. “Buddy” Crain, also
of Franklinton, and moved to Bogalusa where they made their life for 64
years. 

 

Mary’s accomplishments include being a graduate of Baton Rouge High
School. She was a member of Winterset Club in Franklinton, and a longtime
member of Bogalusa Civic League. She was an active leader of Blue Birds
and Camp Fire Girls, and, also Cub Scouts. She grew up in First Baptist
Church of Franklinton, became a committed member of First Baptist Church of
Bogalusa for many years, and most recently, became a member of First
Baptist Church of Covington. 
Remembered for her strength and unshakeable will, she was the undeniable
matriarch of her large and loving family. Never shy about expressing herself
and her opinions, she will be most remembered for her boundless love, her
laugh (and smile), and her love for life. She was known for her deep love for
her family and God, her generosity, excellent cooking skills, positive attitude,
and hard work ethic. She tenaciously worked as a real estate agent/broker for



more than 50 years, often going the extra mile to help people find and
purchase homes. She will be missed by all. 

 

Mary is survived by her husband of 69 years, Hillary Jerrol “Buddy” Crain,
formerly of Bogalusa and now of Madisonville, and 4 children and their
spouses: Sheila Crain Matheny (Judd) of Hammond, William Jerrol Crain of
Mandeville, Wesley Wright Crain (Lilynn) of Lake Charles, and Emily Crain
Davis (Kevin) of Navarre, FL. She is also survived by 8 grandchildren: Hillary
Matheny Blalock (Thomas) of The Woodlands, TX; William Taylor Crain
(Sarah) of Baton Rouge; Mary Emily Matheny Leavell (Ro) of Covington;
Michael Jennings Crain of Lafayette; Matthew Jerrol Crain of Covington;
Madison Wright Crain (Alaina) of Lake Charles; Gentry Lynn Crain of New
Orleans; and Elizabeth Madelyn Crain of New Orleans. In addition, she was
blessed with 10 great-grandchildren. She is additionally survived by her sister-
in-law, Paulette Bullock Crain and brother-in-law, Ralph McLain “Mac” Kelton. 

Mary was preceded in death by her parents, James Edward and Mary
Magdelene Taylor Wright of Franklinton; her father- and mother-in-law, Hillary
J. “Buck” and Helen Williams Crain both of Franklinton; her sister and brother-
in-law, Nancy Wright and Guy C. Futral, Jr.; her sister, Susan Wright Kelton;
her brother-in-law, John Barry Crain; and sister-in-law, Sylvia Sue Crain
Magee. 

Visitation will be Monday, September 8, 2025 from 1-3pm at Crain Funeral
Home in Franklinton, LA. The funeral service will be held immediately after
visitation at 3pm in the Funeral Home chapel and will be officiated by Dr.
Waylon Bailey of First Baptist Church, Covington, LA. with music led by David
Logan of First Baptist Church, Covington. Burial will be to follow the service at
Morris Cemetery in Franklinton. 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made by check to the Music Ministry of



First Baptist Church Covington, LA (16333 Highway 1085 Covington, LA
70433) or St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital (www.stjude.org).
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Charles Jones - September 12, 2025 at 06:21 PM

I was sorry to learn of Mary Elizabeth’s passing. Her sister Susan
was one of my dearest friends in High School, and that gave me
opportunity to know Mary Elizabeth well, too [I knew Nancy but she
had graduated from High School while I was still in lower grades.]
My prayers will be with Mary Elizabeth’s family during this time of
loss.

Larry Stringer - September 08, 2025 at 05:35 PM

I was surprised and saddened when I saw the obituary for Mary.
However, I almost immediately flashed back about 60 years ago to
good times with her and Buddy in Baton Rouge. Mary was the
sweetest and cutest thing, especially when she smiled! She was
even cuter when she became a pregnant young bride. Buddy and I
were taking Spanish at LSU, and we both started calling the unborn
child Pedro. However, that name did not seem appropriate for a
cute little girl, and they decided to name the baby Sheila. Now, a
part of Mary lives on through Sheila.

HG
Hughey Guht - September 12, 2025 at 04:54 PM

Mary, Rosemary and I had some hilarious times together in our
younger days! We laughed a lot lunched a lot; many times at Mary’s.

Barbara M. Lewis - September 08, 2025 at 12:23 PM

Sorry to learn of Mary’s passing. Thoughts and Prayers to all her
Family and Friends as she will be missed by many.    Barbara
M. Lewis, Austin, Texas
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Kaye Doss - September 07, 2025 at 06:28 PM

Kaye Doss lit a candle in memory of Mary
Elizabeth Wright Crain

September 07, 2025 at 11:43 AM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Mary Elizabeth Wright Crain.

Judy McCasland Micelle - September 07, 2025 at 12:10 AM

Judy McCasland Micelle lit a candle in
memory of Mary Elizabeth Wright Crain
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